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7:00 – 8:00 

Industry-Sponsored Symposium (Bavarian-Nordic): Neglected & Emerging Travel Medicine Infections  

Chair: Robert Steffen 

Speakers: Bernard Hoet, Tomas Jelinek, Davidson Hamer 

This session will introduce attendees to a new producer of travel vaccine, Bavarian-Nordic, and will 

highlight two neglected travel-related infections, tick-borne encephalitis and rabies. 

Objectives: 

• Introduce Bavarian Nordic, a new producer of travel vaccines. 

• Describe the prevention of tick-borne encephalitis, an emerging disease. 

• Discuss pre-exposure prophylaxis for rabies, what status? 

 

  

8:00 – 9:00 Membership Assembly & Awards (Zoom Session) 
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9:00 – 10:00 

Plenary: One Vision: Looking Toward the Future Role of Technology in Travel Medicine 

Moderator: Gerard Flaherty 

Telemedicine is the provision of healthcare services to a patient by a doctor in a remote location using the 

new technology. This old idea was strongly revived during the COVID-19 pandemic when remote care was 

the preferred method. However, the need for remote care was always an essential part of travel medicine, 

helping travellers during their journey. In this session the speakers will present the new technology allowing 

remote medical visit, including physical examination and imaging procedures while being in remote areas. In 

addition, mobile phones have become a novel and very powerful source of information on destination-

specific risks of infectious and non-infectious health issues. The high penetration rate of mobile phones 

across the globe provides an unprecedented opportunity to accurately estimate the health risks in travellers. 

Continued efforts are needed to establish the uses of these data and the available technologies for travel 

health. 

SESSIONS: 

9:00 – 9:25 Tracking Travellers: Advances in Use of Mobile Health Technology During Travel 

Andrea Farnham 

Objectives: 

• Describe mobile health technology and applications as a monitor of real-time health risk. 

• Discuss mobile health applications as the new tool to assess the daily risk of travellers. 

• Compare new data with existing knowledge and methods. 

 

9:25 – 9:50  Digital Transformation of Healthcare and Implications for Travel Medicine 

Eyal Zimlichman 

Objectives: 

• Discuss current gaps in healthcare and digital transformation of healthcare services. 

• Understand how innovative infrastructures develop, test and provide proof of concept for digital 

solutions. 

• Discuss practical and future applications for travel medicine. 

 

 

9:50 – 10:00  Q&A Session 
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10:00 – 11:15 

Symposium: Visa-Free Passengers: Multidrug Resistant Organisms in Travellers (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Marc Mendelson 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) impacts the clinical management of many infections in clinical practice and 

contributes to significant morbidity and mortality. Apart from the inappropriate use of drugs in humans and 

animals, travellers can also serve as carriers of AMR from the destination into the host country. Travellers 

can become colonized by multidrug resistant organisms especially when they use antibiotics in the 

destination countries. This symposium will review the patterns of drug resistance in Southeast Asia and how 

travel may contribute to spread. 

SESSIONS: 

10:00 – 10:20 Overview of AMR in Southeast Asia 

Victor Lim 

Objectives: 

• Describe the epidemiology of multidrug resistance in various parts of Southeast Asia. 

• Review risk factors, problems in diagnosis, and challenges in clinical management. 

• Discuss impact on travellers traveling to and from Southeast Asia. 

 

10:20 – 10:40 The Traveller’s Role in Propagating AMR 

Anu Kantele 

Objectives: 

• Describe the initial steps of colonization in the light of findings of a real-time study abroad. 

• Describe the means to prevent the colonization. 

• Discuss impact of travel-acquired AMR in the destination country of travellers. 

 

 

10:40 – 11:00 Tracking the International Spread of AMR 

Gagandeep Kang 

Objectives: 

• Review detection tools that track the international spread of AMR. 

• Discuss whether phylogenetic analysis is helpful. 

• Review clinical applications of phylogenetic analysis. 

 

 

11:00 – 11:15   Q&A Session 
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10:00 – 11:15 

Symposium: Clinical Toxinology and Travel Medicine: A Jumanji Perspective (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Tony Gherardin 

Recreational visits into deep jungles, undersea adventures or sampling new culinary delights while exciting 

often bring with it trepidation for the travel medicine practitioner. From venomous land snakes to marine 

animals and poisonous edible delights, managing these can often be challenging for a general practitioner. 

This symposium will address burden of snakebites, types of snakes, envenoming syndromes, dosage of anti-

venom and recent advances in the first talk. During this symposium we will also address clinical recognition 

and management of percutaneous envenoming by culprits from the deep. Our last speaker will address the 

clinical picture and management issues from deadly gastronomic delight, which, if not recognized could 

prove fatal. 

SESSIONS: 

10:00 – 10:20 Mind the Crawling Menace: Southeast Asia and Venomous Land Snakes 

David Warrell 

Objectives: 

• Discuss common clinical manifestations of different snake bites. 

• Describe morbidity and mortality associated with snake bites. 

• Discuss controversies in emergency management of snake bites. 

 

10:20 – 10:40 Marine Toxinology: Terror from the Deep 

Nuankanya Sathirapongsasuti 

Objectives: 

• Describe types of poisonous and venomous marine animals. 

• Discuss clinical manifestations of acute stings and/or bites. 

• Discuss management and prevention of acute stings and/or bites. 

 

10:40 – 11:00 Food Toxins: Deadly Asian Delicacies 

Renjy Nelson 

Objectives: 

• Describe various food toxins encountered. 

• Discuss clinical manifestations of food toxins. 

• Discuss acute clinical management and prevention. 

 

 

11:00 – 11:15   Q&A Session 
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10:00 – 11:15 

Free Communications: Risk Estimates and Advice 

Moderator: Poh Lian Lim 

Free Communications sessions are a collection of oral presentations based on abstracts submitted to and 

accepted by the CISTM17 Scientific Program Committee. Once all authors have confirmed, a list of talks 

and their presenters will be included here.  

 

 

List presentations 
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12:00 – 13:15 

Symposium (Sponsored by IAMAT): States of Mind: Mental Health Issues Facing Travellers (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Tulia Marcolongo 

Mental health of travellers has traditionally been a neglected aspect of travel medicine. Travellers with risk 

factors for psychiatric illness should be screened and appropriately counselled in the travel clinic, in 

conjunction with the traveller’s primary care and mental health providers. This symposium will cover 

multiple facets of mental health and travel, including recreational and criminal drug tourism, repatriation of 

travellers with serious acute mental disturbances, and the challenges in diagnosing and managing patients 

with delusional parasitosis. 

SESSIONS: 

12:00– 12:20 From the Hippie Trail to the Amazon: Narcotourism in the Modern Era 

Yen Bui 

Objectives: 

• Provide updates on the main areas for and types of drug tourism along with associated risk 

behaviors. 

• Describe the phenomenon of ayahuasaca ingestion ceremonies. 

• Address criminal aspects of narcotourism. 

 

12:20 – 12:40 Psychiatric Repatriation of Travellers in Distress 

Marius Van Aswegen 

Objectives: 

• Address the mental health risks of international travel. 

• Focus on travellers with special vulnerability to mental illness. 

• Understand the procedures for repatriating acutely ill psychiatric travellers. 

 

12:40 – 13:00   Itching for a Diagnosis: The Challenges of Managing Delusional Parasitosis 
Phil Gothard 

Objectives: 

• Discuss the clinical presentation of patients with delusional parasitosis (infestation). 

• Describe the diagnostic work-up of patients with suspected delusional parasitosis.  

• Outline the management of affected patients. 

 

 

 

13:00 – 13:15   Q&A Session 
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12:00 – 13:15 

Deep Dive: Schistosomiasis, A Disease of Many Faces (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Eli Schwartz 

Schistosomiasis is one of the most common diseases in the world, affecting more than 200 million people. 

Although the disease is not associated with high mortality, the disease related morbidity is significant. In 

recent years, we have seen the expansion of the disease in Europe, the importation of the disease by 

travellers and by immigrants. These two populations have different disease manifestations and require 

different modes of diagnosis and treatment modalities. The speakers will discuss these and other aspects and 

will highlight the multifaceted aspects of the disease as manifested in travellers and endemic populations. 

 

SESSIONS: 

12:00 – 12:20 On the Move: Schistosomiasis in the Migrant Population 

Charlie King 

Objectives: 

• Describe the epidemiology and burden of the disease. 

• Describe the clinical features in the migrant population. 

• Discuss treatment options in endemic populations and migrants. 

 

12:20 – 12:40 Clinical Aspects in Travellers 

Eyal Melzer 

Objectives: 

• Understand the burden of the disease among travellers. 

• Review current knowledge of clinical aspects in travellers.  

• Reflect on diagnostic and follow-up challenges in travellers. 

 

12:40 – 13:00 Recent Developments in Diagnosis 

Lisette Van Lieshout 

Objectives: 

• Review diagnostic methods, including the role of serology. 

• Consider use of antigen capture test for diagnosis and follow-up. 

• Understand the role of microscopy in travellers and endemic regions. 
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13:00 – 13:15   Q&A Session 

 

 

 

 

12:00 – 13:15 

Roundtable Discussion: The Future of Air Travel (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Michael Jones 

Panelists: Brinio Veldhuizen van Zanten and Stefan Gössling 

Modern aviation has transformed international travel. The climate change emergency and COVID-19 

pandemic have focused efforts to develop safer, more environmentally friendly approaches to air travel. 

This interactive roundtable discussion will consider the current status of global air travel and imagine how 

the aviation industry will adapt to meet its environmental obligations and maximize traveller safety. We 

encourage lively audience participation in this session. Please come armed with lots of questions for our 

panelists! 

Objectives: 

• Reflect on flight safety and prevention of on-board transmission of infectious diseases, including 

COVID-19. 

• Discuss medical fitness to fly and in-flight medical emergencies. 

• Explore trends and projections with regard to environmentally sustainable aviation. 

• Consider how the flight-shaming movement will impact future air travel. 

 

 

This is an interactive session. 

 

 

13:15 – 14:15 

Industry-Sponsored Symposium (Sanofi-Pasteur): Addressing the Impact of COVID-19 on Travel Medicine 

Moderator: Christoph Hatz 

Speakers: Albie de Frey, Stephanie Boyle, and Lin Chen  

This session will provide some glimpses into the impact of COVID-19 on the work of some travel medicine 

providers, discuss the future of travel medicine including travel trends, and insights on travel medicine as a 

whole. 
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Objectives: 

• Describe how COVID-19 impacted travel medicine providers and travellers. 

• Review and project travel trends and what travellers might need. 

• Discuss the needs of travel medicine providers, some gaps in knowledge, and pre-travel 

preparation in the future. 

 

 

14:30 – 15:45 

Workshop: Adventurous Spirits: Perspectives on the Young Adult Traveller 

Moderator: Karen Avery 

Speakers: Caroline Nash, Catherine Keil, and Lisa Scotland 

 

Young adult travellers are often first-time or inexperienced travellers who may be unaware of potential 

health and safety risks they may encounter. This session will focus on common behaviors and activities 

among this special group of travellers, and how a lack of understanding and poor perception of risk can 

have potentially devastating outcomes for both the traveller and the community. 

 

Objectives: 

• Describe the travel patterns of young adult travellers and approach to preparing young adult 

travellers for international travel. 

• Understand various scenarios involving the arrest, detention, and repatriation of young adult 

travellers. 

• Reflect on examples of irresponsible travel and promoting responsible travel in the young adult 

population. 

 

 

 

14:30 – 15:15 

Case of the Day: Around the World in Bronx, USA (Zoom Session) 

Speaker: Christina Coyle 

This is an interactive session where the speaker with a wealth of clinical experience and knowledge will 

present case(s), discuss the evaluation of travel-related symptoms, and describe the management of travel-

related illness. 
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16:30 – 17:30 

 

Alan Magill Memorial Lecture: The Pathogenesis of Cerebral Malaria: Lessons Learned at the Bedside 

Moderator: Christina Coyle 

Speaker: Terrie Taylor 

 
While the precise mechanisms of cerebral malaria (CM) pathogenesis remain unclear, groundbreaking 

studies performed in Malawi have given us insight into the pathogenesis of CM in children. A distinctive 

retinopathy in children with coma is a sensitive and specific indicator of sequestration of infected RBCs in 

the brain. Significant advances in our understanding of CM have been achieved through magnetic resonance 

imaging (MRI) studies, which indicate that brain swelling is the cause of death in CM. 

During this session, Dr. Taylor will walk us through her teams groundbreaking research which has helped 

our understanding of CM. 

 

Objectives: 

• Discuss the clinical presentation of pediatric cerebral malaria (CM). 

• Review retinopathy associated with CM. 

• Review neuroimaging findings and cause of death in pediatric CM. 

• Discuss future interventions to help improve mortality in CM. 
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All Day   

On-Demand: Expedition and Wilderness Travel Medicine Webinar 

Organizer: Travis Heggie 

SESSIONS: 

Chris Tonozzi: Grand Canyon Wilderness Expedition Risks: Separating Fact and Fiction  

Max Winkler: Surviving a Lion Attack in Namibia 

Andrea Rossanese: Tick Encounters While Trekking in Italy 

Travis Heggie: Preparing for Expeditions into Volcanic Environments: Lessons Learned from  

Ethiopia, Hawaii, and Vanuatu 

Jenny Visser: Challenges Facing the Ship Physician During an Antarctic Expedition Cruise 

Jim Bond: Rabies Risk Management for Expeditions and Extremely Remote Situations 


