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8:00 – 9:00 Zoom        Opening Ceremony (Zoom Session) 

Welcome and Introduction: Lin Chen 

Scientific Program Committee Chair: Christina Coyle 

30th Anniversary Keynote: Robert Steffen, Phyllis Kozarsky, Herbert DuPont 

Recent Progress: Leo Visser, Lin Chen, Peter Leggat 

9:00 – 10:00 Zoom Room 

Workshop: Separate Ways – Refugee and Migrant Medicine (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Nancy Piper Jenks 

Speakers: Sapha Barkati and August Stich 

Why not assess migrants’ health status and provide presumptive treatment even before departure towards 
their new home? Some countries actually do. But what diseases are relevant in migrants? What diseases 
should be screened for and how? What treatment should be provided? And is this at all ethical? This 
workshop will make participants address these questions in an interactive manner and develop solutions. 

Objectives: 
• Understand important clinical challenges seen in migrants.
• Discuss pathways for an efficient workup and explain the concept of pre- and post-departure

screening of migrants.
• Develop screening suggestions for migrants by region of origin and explain their choices.
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9:00 – 10:00 Zoom Room 

Workshop: Getting a Head Start on Travel-Related Neurological Syndromes (Zoom Session)

Moderator: Sarah McGuinness 

Speakers: Ravi Vasanthapuram and Bjorn Blomberg 

While there are many studies assessing fever and diarrheal syndromes in returned travellers, there is very 
little data regarding the spectrum of neurological syndromes in returned travellers, their clinical 
manifestations, and management. Laboratory diagnosis in these infections/syndromes also continues to be 
challenging. This is a case-based workshop which will elucidate the various clinical neurological syndromes 
in returned travellers, their lab diagnosis, and clinical manifestations. 

Objectives: 
• Describe the challenges in the diagnosis of CNS infections in the returned travellers.
• Expand on novel diagnostic techniques now available for rapid diagnosis of CNS infections.
• Recognize and manage infectious and non-infectious neurological syndromes encountered in

returned travellers.

9:00 – 10:00 Penang Room

Workshop: Vaccination Pearls and Pitfalls 

Moderator: Masatoki Adachi 

Speakers: Sarah Kohl and Sheila Mackell 

This workshop is suitable for both beginners and experienced travel health providers alike. The speakers will 
outline the principles of travel vaccination, aspects of the immune response to vaccines, and risk assessment. 
Vaccination scheduling and booster vaccine doses will be discussed, as well as the practical elements of 
vaccine storage, preparation, and administration. Dealing with immediate post-vaccination adverse reactions, 
including anaphylaxis, will be also be addressed.  

Objectives: 
• Summarize relevant theory on vaccination and the immune response.
• Outline the principles of vaccination scheduling with examples.
• Discuss current gaps in healthcare and digital transformation of healthcare services.
• Discuss practical and future applications for travel medicine.
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10:00 – 11:00 Zoom Room

Plenary: Global Health Security in an Interconnected World (Zoom Session) 

Moderator: Peter Leggat 

Travel can be associated with introduction and dissemination of pathogens. Public health systems have been 
established to prevent, detect, and respond to infectious disease threats including cross-border issues. An 
overview of public health measures and examples of disease translocation related to population movement 
will be described. 

SESSIONS: 

10:00 – 10:25 SOS: Recurrent Public Health Emergencies 
Robert Steffen 

Objectives: 
• Discuss the declaration of a pandemic and Public Health Emergency of International Concern

(PHEIC) and impact on crossing borders.
• Describe recent PHEIC examples (Ebola, Zika, etc.)
• Describe recent pandemic examples (COVID-19, H1NI)

10:25 – 10:50 Populations on the Move: Infectious Disease Concerns 
Marty Cetron 

Objectives: 
• Discuss population movement and translocation of infectious diseases.
• Discuss some examples (mass gatherings, migration-related, travellers).
• Describe concerns related to COVID-19.

10:55 – 11:00 Q&A Session 
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11:45 – 13:00 Malaysia Room 

Symposium: Never Too Old: The Boundless Limits of Age and Travel 

Moderator: Sandra Grieve 

The older person faces a range of health issues, including medical comorbidities, increased risk of falls, 
cognitive and sensory impairment, which can have adverse consequences for international travel, ranging 
from disruption of travel itineraries to serious illness and hospitalization. This symposium will provide 
participants with a comprehensive knowledge base to enable them to perform a risk assessment on older 
travellers in clinical practice and to provide well-informed pre-travel health advice.  

SESSIONS: 

11:45 – 12:05 Health Priorities for Aging and the Older Traveller 
Charlie Ericsson 

Objectives: 
• Describe demographic trends in older travellers.
• Identify key travel health risks and protective factors in older travellers.
• Provide pre-travel health advice suitable for older travellers.

12:05 – 12:25 Complexity of Drug-Drug Interactions in the Older Traveller 
Jeff Goad 

Objectives: 
• Address polypharmacy in older adults.
• Consider how prescription drugs may interact with malaria chemoprophylaxis.
• Give advice to older travellers about potential for counterfeit drugs in some destinations.

12:25 – 12:45 Immunity, Infection and Vaccination in the Older Traveller 
Federico Gobbi 

Objectives: 
• Outline physiology of immunosenescence in older individuals.
• Discuss vaccination schedules for older travellers.
• Focus specifically on risk-benefit of yellow fever vaccination in the older traveller.

12:45 – 13:00 Q&A Session 
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11:45 – 13:00 Zoom Room 

Symposium: Mind the Gap: Applying New Diagnostic Tools for Old Travel-Related Infections (Zoom Session)

Moderator: Eskild Petersen 

Despite the rapid growth of new diagnostic technologies which are used in research and for clinical needs, there 
are still unaccepted gaps in diagnosis of common and important diseases seen in travellers. These infectious 
diseases, either viral, bacterial, or parasitic, have been known for decades and still suffer from gaps in diagnosis. 
Serology, which is still a key element in diagnosis for either viral, bacterial, or parasitic infections, has a minimal 
sensitivity during the acute phase of the diseases, and lack of specificity with a high rate of cross-reactivity with 
other pathogens. The gold standard of malaria diagnosis remains the blood smear, a reasonable method, but 
one which is 120 years old. Thus, the key challenge is the need to accelerate the development and deployment 
of new technologies into the field of travel medicine. This, in turn, will help many host countries to improve 
their diagnostic capacity and better public health information. 

SESSIONS: 

11:45 – 12:05 Novel Tools in the Diagnosis of Flavivirus Infections 
Christina Deschermeier 

Objectives: 
• Discuss PCR diagnosis in different body-fluids.
• Discuss other antigen detection tests.
• Avoiding cross-reaction of serology tests in flaviviruses infection.

12:05 – 12:25 What’s New in Malaria Diagnosis? 
Kevin Kain 

Objectives: 
• Evaluate gold standard approaches to malaria diagnosis.
• Anticipate limitations of rapid diagnostic testing.
• Reconsider the definition of severe malaria.

12:25 – 12:45 Advances in the Diagnosis of Bacterial Infections in Travellers 
Jacob Moran-Gilad 

Objectives: 
• Review the current methods of diagnosis of systemic bacterial infections (lepto, typhoid)
• Understand the limitations of current diagnostic methods.
• Discuss new diagnostic approaches on the horizon.

12:45 – 13:00 Q&A Session 
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11:45 – 13:00 Penang Room 
Workshop: The Great Pretender: Other Clinical Faces of COVID-19 

Moderator: Dan Bourque 

Speakers: Tom Solomon and Susan Kahn 

A variety of clinical manifestations of COVID-19 have been noted in this pandemic, including emerging 
information regarding the neurological and thrombotic manifestations and the overlap between the two. 
This case-based workshop will address both of these issues. 

Objectives: 
• Review neurologic sequelae of COVID-19.
• Discuss thrombotic complications of COVID-19.
• Discuss management of the thrombotic complications.
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13:00 – 14:15 Zoom Room 

Symposium (Independent Medical Education Grant): Dengue and COVID-19 (Zoom Session)

Moderator: Mary Wilson 

The co-circulation of dengue and COVID-19 is a challenge in dengue-endemic countries and it is also 
relevant for travellers. The clinical symptoms may be difficult to distinguish and cross-reactivity may occur 
in diagnostics. Co-infections can result in poorer outcomes. It is important to understand the co-circulation, 
co-infection, and prevention in order to reduce disease risk and consider management. 

SESSIONS: 

13:00 – 13:20 Global Dengue Epidemiology 
Annelies Wilder-Smith 

Objectives: 
• Provide overview of recent dengue epidemiology.
• Discuss the impact of lockdowns on dengue transmission.
• Summarize current data based on country reports.

13:20 – 13:40 Dengue - COVID-19 Interaction 
Eli Schwartz 

Objectives: 
• Discuss co-circulation of dengue and COVID-19.
• Discuss diagnostics challenges with co-circulation.
• Describe clinical aspects of co-infection of dengue and COVID-19.

13:40 – 14:00 COVID-19 Has Not Changed Dengue Prevention: It’s Still About Bites 
Steven Schofield 

Objectives: 
• Describe Aedes vectors.
• Discuss bite protection modalities and some secondary benefits.
• Discuss new prevention strategies and technologies.

14:00 – 14:15 Q&A Session 
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14:15 – 15:15 Malaysia Room 

Workshop: Developing a Valid and Feasible Research Question in Travel Medicine 

Moderator: Kristina Angelo 

Speakers: Martin Grobusch and Ed Ryan 

A good research question is essential to guide your research paper, project, or thesis. It gives greater clarity 
to your research and guides the whole process. It pinpoints exactly what you want to find out and gives your 
work a clear focus and purpose.  

Objectives: 
• Highlight principles of writing a clear and focused research travel medicine question.
• Write a travel medicine research question that is not too difficult to answer and researchable.
• Write a travel medicine research question that is analytical, rather than descriptive.

14:15 – 15:15 Kuching Room 

Fundamentals: Chronic Illnesses 

Moderator: Maria Mileno  

Speakers: Andrea Rossanese and Shomron Ben-Horin 

Travellers with chronic medical illnesses are at risk for decompensation of their underlying condition in 
response to hypoxia during air travel, heat- or cold-induced injury, psychological distress, and drug-drug 
interactions. This pre-recorded session will use diabetes and inflammatory bowel disease as examples. The 
speakers will focus on how to tailor the pre-travel consultation to the needs of these travellers and how to 
provide targeted pre-travel health advice to them.  

Objectives: 
• Describe the major health risks for travellers with diabetes or inflammatory bowel disease (IBD).
• Communicate pre-travel health advice to travellers with diabetes during travel.
• Consider special precautions for IBD travellers taking immunosuppressant medications.
• Demonstrate how the ‘IBD Passport’ may be used in clinical practice.
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14:15 – 15:00 Zoom Room 

Case of the Day: Sampling the World in Munich, Germany (Zoom Session) 

Speaker: Camilla Rothe 

This is an interactive session where the speaker with a wealth of clinical experience and knowledge will 
present case(s), discuss the evaluation of travel-related symptoms, and describe the management of travel-
related illness. 
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15:45 – 17:00 Malaysia Room 

Symposium: Yellow Fever 

Moderator: George Kassianos (Introduction at 15.42)

Recently, the world has been reminded of the serious threat posed by yellow fever (YF). During this session, 
the speakers will address recent YF outbreaks, the challenges in YF vaccine supply, and the rationale behind 
the use of fractional dose and intradermal YF vaccination and clinical conundrums encountered in travel 
medicine practices. 

SESSIONS: 

15:45 – 16:05 Here We Go Again: An Update on YF Epidemiology 
Duane Gubler 

Objectives: 
• Discuss the epidemiology of yellow fever.
• Discuss the re-emergence of yellow fever.

16:05 – 16:25 Making a Little Go a Long Way: Alternative YF Dosing Strategies 
Anna Roukens 

Objectives: 
• Discuss why fractional dose and intradermal yellow fever vaccination works.
• Discuss the role of neutralizing antibodies and the need for re-vaccination.

16:25 – 16:45 YF Vaccine Conundrums: A Case-Based Session 
Jenny Visser 

Objectives: 
• Discuss commonly encountered clinical conundrums regarding the yellow fever vaccine in travel

medicine practices.

16:45 – 17:00 Q&A Session 
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15:45 – 17:00 Penang Room 

Free Communications: Tropical & Travel Medicine and Migrant Health 

Moderator: Miguel Cabada 

Free Communications sessions are a collection of oral presentations based on abstracts submitted to and 
accepted by the CISTM17 Scientific Program Committee. Once all authors have confirmed, a list of 
talks and their presenters will be included here. 

D. Bourque Treatment Strategies for Nitroimidazole-refractory Giardiasis: A Systematic Review

K.A. Reifler Treatment of Chagas Disease at an Urban Academic Medical Center in Boston

U. Manor Plasmodium Ovale in Israeli Travelers, 2008-2020

S. Fernandes The Importance of Strongyloides stercoralis Screening in Non-endemic Areas. Experience 
from a Portuguese Hospital
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15:45 – 16:40 

Status Update: GeoSentinel Update and Networking Session 

Speakers: Michael Libman and David Hamer 

This session will provide participants with an update on GeoSentinel activities in the first 35 minutes (also 
accessible all day in the On-Demand Track) and the opportunity to meet with the leaders of GeoSentinel, 
Michael Libman and David Hamer from 16:20-16:40. 

Objectives: 

• Describe recent GeoSentinel updates and activities.
• Overview of the GeoSentinel network, recent and ongoing projects, and proposals for new

projects.
• ‘Meet & Greet’ with the leadership of GeoSentinel.

17:00 – 18:00 Malaysia Room 

Industry-Sponsored Symposium (Emergent BioSolutions): The Behavioral Sciences in Travel Medicine 

Speaker: Jason Riis, PhD 

All Day 

On-Demand: GeoSentinel Surveillance Network Update 

Speakers: Davidson Hamer and Michael Libman 

GeoSentinel® is a worldwide communication and data collection network for the surveillance of travel-
related morbidity. It was initiated in 1995 by the International Society of Travel Medicine (ISTM) with 
support from the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) as a network of ISTM member travel/tropical 
medicine clinics. GeoSentinel® is based on the concept that these clinics are ideally situated to effectively 
provide sentinel surveillance and epidemiologic understanding of infectious morbidity among travelers, 
immigrants and refugees.  The Co-Principal Investigators will present recent findings, ongoing projects, and 
key developments in the Network. A session is reserved (19 May 15:45-16:05) for questions and discussion 
for anyone interested in the network and its plans for the future. 




